
  
  
  

 

SANTA CRUZ PORT DISTRICT 
135 5th Avenue 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
(831) 475-6161 

scpd@santacruzharbor.org 
www.santacruzharbor.org 

PORT COMMISSIONERS 
Toby Goddard 
Reed Geisreiter 
Stephen Reed 

Bill Lee 
Robert Dewitt 

 
Santa Cruz Harbor 

Public Information Statement 
Storm Surge Event of December 23, 2024 

 
MEDIA CONTACT:       RELEASE DATE:   
Holland MacLaurie, Port Director     January 7, 2025 – 5:00 PM  
Santa Cruz Port District 
(831) 475-6161 
 
As a result of the significant surge event on Monday, December 23, 2024, recovery efforts within the harbor 
remain ongoing. This bulletin is presented as an update for slip licensees and harbor users who are 
interested in the ongoing recovery efforts. There are multiple repair and replacement projects currently 
underway, as well as significant planning, engineering, and financing efforts to address the damage caused 
by the surge event. 
 
SUBMERGED HAZARDS 
The Port District recently contracted with the firm Woolpert to perform bathymetric mapping services of the 
harbor to assist in identifying submerged debris and other underwater hazards. While no known hazards 
currently exist in the main channel, and both the north and south harbor channels are open for suitable 
vessel traffic, several submerged hazards exist in the fairways. To view a map of all identified submerged 
hazards, please click here. The Port District and its marine salvage contractor are working to remove the 
submerged hazards as quickly as possible. 
 
ENTRANCE CHANNEL 
Controlling depth in the harbor entrance is 10’ at MLLW.  An updated sounding has been posted to the Port 
District’s website. The dredge crew recently repaired an issue with the jet pump onboard Twin Lakes, and 
dredging resumed on January 7, 2025. 
 
As always, it is incumbent upon vessel skippers to be aware of and assess depths in the entrance channel 
prior to transit. Skippers with deeper draft vessels need to be especially vigilant. Prior to transit, check tide 
and weather conditions, view the entrance sounding, and know what your vessel draws. 
 
DOCK ACCESS 
All docks are open and accessible, with the exception of G-1 (south end). Power and water have been 
restored to all docks, with the exception of F-Dock and X-Dock. Please use caution dockside. 
 
F-DOCK TRANSFORMER & WATER SERVICE 
As a result of water inundation, the electrical transformer at F-Dock sustained significant damage. A portable 
generator has been installed as a temporary measure and operates daily from 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM. A new, 
temporary transformer is enroute and is anticipated to be installed during the week of January 13, 2025. The 
watermain serving F-Dock, which also sustained significant damage and requires extensive landside repair 
and excavation, is also scheduled for repair during the week of January 13, 2025. 
 
REPORT SAFETY ISSUES 
If you have a safety issue to report, please contact the harbor office by calling (831) 475-6161 during normal 
business hours. 
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